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SUMMARY 
 
Robert Frost, a well-known American poet of nature, in this poem presents a moment that seems simple but has a 

larger significance. It is a highly symbolic poem. One day the poet was in a depressed mood. A pleasant thing 

happened in a tree. It changed the poet’s mood. It saved the rest of the day for the poet.  
The poet is standing near a hemlock tree. He is in a sad mood. He thinks that his day has been lost, then a crow 

shakes the hemlock tree and the dust of snow falls on him. This little incident brings about a sudden change in the 

state of the poet’s mind. His mood has changed. He thinks that it has saved the rest of his day and gets busy with 

his work like the crow. 

 

Literary devices in Dust of Snow - rhyme, alliteration. The full rhyme endings are quite straightforward: 

crow/snow....mood/rued. Internal rhyme and other devices help bring texture and resonance to certain sounds, as 

well as interconnections.  
Alliteration 

 
Has given my heart 

 
And saved some part 

 
I. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions:  
1. The way a crow 
Shook down on me  
The dust of snow  
From a hemlock tree 

(a)What do the ‘crow’ and ‘hemlock’ symbolise? 
 
(b)What does the poet mean when he says ‘saved some part of the day?’ 
 
(c) Where do you think was the poet then? 
 

            (d)What is the rhyme scheme of this stanza? 

II. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words: 
 

1. How has the poet observed nature in the poem, ‘Dust of Snow’? 
 

2. What is the underlying message for us in our hectic life with reference to the poem, 
 
     ‘Dust of Snow’? 
 

3. What side of nature do ‘crow’ and ‘hemlock’ represent? 
 

4. What mood of the poet is reflected in the poem? How does it reflect? 

 

III. Answer the following questions in 100-120 words: 
 
1. Our attitude towards a situation evokes both negative and positive response. Analyse this with reference to the 

poem, ‘Dust of Snow’ to bring out the inherent valuable lessons. 

 


